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INTERCULTURAL LEARNING IN THE ITALIAN CLASSROOM:  

NOVICE ITALIAN I (ITAL 101) 

 

You have probably heard educators, employers, government officials, and media speak about 

global awareness, intercultural communication, "soft skills," diversity and inclusion. In this 

Module we will explore the meaning of these terms, and we will participate in the experiential 

activities that will help us learn and practice these 21st century skills, which are becoming 

essential, both personally and professionally, in an increasingly globalized and interconnected 

world. 

 

This Module's content will prepare you to: 

1. Develop your curiosity and openness by discovering and investigating Italian worldview and 

culture, and by critically comparing them to your own 

2. Practice the intercultural attitudes of curiosity and openness by engaging in the experiential 

activities during the Intercultural Labs 

3. Process and integrate what you have learned by reflecting on the Intercultural Labs and on 

your intercultural experiences 

 

This Module's objectives are directly connected to the Course Objectives: 

Italian 101 will help you cultivate your intercultural communicative competence (ICC) and your 

global awareness.  

ICC development is intrinsic to language learning but it is not an automatic outcome of language 

learning or of study abroad immersive programs. Scholars agree that the most effective approach 

to developing the ICC is to teach it intentionally and to offer learners opportunities to practice it 

and reflect on their experiences. 

 

In order to help you in your intercultural learning, this course comprises the following activities 

in which you will actively practice the intercultural skills throughout the semester: 

 

1. An Introductory sub-module: you will watch a video explaining the idea of Intercultural 

Communicative Competence (ICC) and providing an overview of how the ICC is embedded in 

ITAL 101 

2. Lab Interculturale 1 "Mi chiamo/My name is": this lab contains multi-step activities that will 

help you understand and practice intercultural curiosity 

3. Lab Interculturale 2 "Si'-No/ Yes-No": this lab contains multi-step activities that will help you 

understand and practice intercultural openness 

4. Lab Interculturale 3 "D.I.E/D.I.V": this lab contains multi-step activities that will help you 

understand and practice intercultural curiosity and openness 

 

In bocca al lupo! Good luck! 
 



All materials adapted from the Purdue IPG Workshop series 



WHY STUDY A WORLD LANGUAGE? 

1. LEADS TO INTERCULTURAL COMPETENCE

➔Ability to communicate effectively and appropriately with people from cultures different than your own

➔ Essential in globalized world where 75% of  people do not speak English

➔ Gives you a competitive edge on the job market➔ it’s good for your wallet

2. PROVIDES COGNITIVE AND ACADEMIC BENEFITS

➔ Leads to higher academic achievement & improved attention levels and memory skills

➔ Lowers the risks of Alzheimer’s and dementia

4. BOOSTS YOUR CREATIVE THINKING

Mark Cuban considers creative thinking as a skill that will become 

more in-demand than ever before. 

3. MAKES YOU A BETTER GLOBAL CITIZEN

➔ Easier to travel internationally, and to understand human and cultural diversity, power dynamics and issues of social justice

I personally think […] experts in English, philosophy or foreign 

languages will ultimately command the most interest from 

employers in the next decade.



https://www.admissions.purdue.edu/academics/enrollment.php
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A FRAMEWORK THAT EXPLAINS THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF INCREASING 

SOPHISTICATION IN OUR EXPERIENCE 

AND NAVIGATION  OF CULTURAL 

DIFFERENCES

Research has shown that most 
Purdue students, both domestic and 

international,  are in the stage of 
Polarization or Minimization





IN BOCCA AL 

LUPO!

BUON 

DIVERTIMENTO!

HAVE FUN!

TUFFIAMOCI!

LET’S DIVE IN! GOOD LUCK!!

Brett Bogart

Annalisa Mosca Giuseppina Grande

Tatjana Babic Williams
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